Gospel Reflection

FAITH IN ACTION

Today’s scriptures are situated in the
midst of a long lesson on the vocation
of discipleship. Over the last several
weeks we have heard about our calling
to be humble, to detach ourselves from
worldly possessions, to give and receive
forgiveness, and to care for those in
need. In the next two weeks we will
hear about our calling to give thanks in
all things and to persevere in faithful-
ness until the end.

This Sunday our attention is focused
on the gift of faith, a gift that is meant
not to be put on a shelf, but to be put
into action. Habakkuk offers us a good
example. He believes that God will an-
swer prayers and intervene on behalf of
the suffering. He puts this faith into
action in the form of an urgent plea to
God, and receives a vision that his faith
will surely be rewarded. In the Gospel,
the image of faith the size of a mustard
seed illustrates the power of faith well
used. The story of the faithful servants
reminds us that putting our faith into
action is an essential requirement of the
vocation of discipleship.
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KEEPING FAITH FIRST
FAMILY FUN

Luke 17: 5-10
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Find these words from the Gospel passage.

GRATEFUL
MULBERRY

UNPROFITABLE UPROOTED
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Call to Prayer |

We begin by calling upon God:
In the Name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the
Holy Spirit, Amen.
We then pause for a moment to listen with
our hearts to this week’s Gospel passage...

The Word of God: Luke 17:5-10 I

The Gospel according to Luke:

The apostles said to the Lord,
“Increase our faith.”

The Lord replied, “If you have
faith the size of a mustard seed,
you would say to this mulberry
tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in
the sea,’ and it would obey you.

“Who among you would say to
your servant who has just come in
from plowing or tending sheep in
the field, ‘Come here immediately
and take your place at table’?
Would you not rather say to him,
“Prepare something for me to eat.
Put on your apron and wait on me
while | eat and drink. You may eat
and drink when | am finished™? Is
he grateful to that servant

because he did what was com-
manded? So should it be with you.
When you have done all you have
been commanded, say, ‘We are
unprofitable servants; we have
done what we were obliged to do.”

The Gospel of the Lord
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Gospel Glossary

Mulberry tree: a small fruit tree, which
produces a fruit that resembles a berry

Unprofitable: not helpful or useful.

Oblige: to bind someone morally or
legally to do something

How has the Lord in-
creased my faith in the

past year?

Have | seen faith move
mountains in my life?

What does Jesus mean
when he says we are
“unprofitable servants”?

Closing Prayer |

Almighty and eternal God,

Father of the world to come,
your goodness is beyond what our
spirit can touch. Lead us to seek
beyond our reach and give us the
courage to stand before your truth.
We ask this through Christ our
Lord.

Amen.,
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